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I would like to talk about two things at this starting point in your high school lives.



First, I know that you have experienced hardships due to the surges of COVID-19 infections over the past four years. You must have been forced to
give up so many things through your junior high school days that you sometimes felt under severe stress. But don’t take only dark views of your life.
There may be many more chances for you to leave your marks and to make achievements in this age of uncertainty. Let’s create new ways of doing our
curricular and extracurricular activities, ways in which it will be possible for us to do them well even under emergency conditions.

Second, it is hard to imagine how our society might change in the next ten years. That’s why you all should be lifelong learners. I think we learn
because we want to be happier. And to stop learning means to stop becoming happier. That’s why you all should be lifelong learners. If you stop
learning, you will not be able to adapt yourselves to changes in our society, and you won’t be able to make our society better. That’s why you all should
be lifelong learners.

I have told you two things: first, that we should create new ways of doing our school activities, and, second, that you should become lifelong
learners.

In closing my speech, I would like to tell you one more thing. Komaba High School is a school in which each student lives in friendly rivalry with
others. It is essential for you to meet excellent students who are better than you in certain fields so as to become more like them. We, teachers and
school staff, will all do whatever we can to help out, and we will always be at your side, close to you.

Thank you very much.
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